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succeeded with a swiftness and to a degree that would have
seemed fantastic even a few years earlier. Women have come out
of their purdah and have claimed in the market-place their
citizens' rights; the "non-violent non-cooperation" revolution
has found in them the most zealous picketters of drink and
foreign cloth shops, the most fearless passive resisters of the
armed forces of Government, the most uncompromising and
intransigent fighters for India's independence, the most per-
suasive and forceful agitators in the popular cause. The Women's
Movement, like all other currents of social reform, has in the
end flowed into the political life of the country: and it is just
because of that, that the political movement of India is an essen-
tial, nay the most essential part of that Renascence which,
starling with Ram Mohan Roy, has issued in Mahatma Gandhi
to-day.

MAHATMA GANDHI

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, born in 1869 at Porbandar
(Kathiawad), was the son of a Hindu of the merchant caste,
who was the local Prince's Secretary of State. He was married
in 1882; left for England in 1887 and was called to the Bar
in London in 1891. Returned to India in the same year, he
left again in 1893 for South Africa in connection with some
legal business, but remained there until 1914, save for two short
sojourns in India in 1896 and 1901. The twenty years, which
he thus spent, between the age of twenty-four and forty-five,
amongst his countrymen in South Africa constitute a life-work,
of which any man might be proud. It earned him from no less
a man than Gokhale, who went on an official mission to South
Africa in 1912, the eulogy that "the Indian cause in South
Africa has really been built up by Mr. Gandhi" and that
"without self and without stain, he has fought a great fight
for Icdia, for which India owes htm an immense debt of